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Quick Facts
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Source: scworkforceinfo.com (DEW/US Bureau of Labor Statistics and US Census Bureau data)

Upper Savannah WDA
as of March 2023

Population: 256,216
Labor Force: 112,244
Employed: 108,038
Unemployed: 4,206
Unemployment rate: 3.7%

South Carolina
as of March 2023

Population: 5,282,634
Labor Force: 2,393,147
Employed: 2,316,712
Unemployed: 76,435
Unemployment rate: 3.2%



Upper Savannah WDA: Top Occupations
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Source: www.scworkforceinfo.com
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Speech-Language Pathologists

Licensed Practical and Licensed Vocational Nurses

General and Operations Managers

Cashiers

Janitors and Cleaners, Except Maids and Housekeeping Cleaners

Fast Food and Counter Workers

Physical Therapists

First-Line Supervisors of Food Preparation and Serving Workers

Retail Salespersons

Registered Nurses
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Top Job Postings in Upper Savannah WDA 



Upper Savannah WDA: Top Industries
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Source: Labor Insight (Lightcast) 2022 data
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Legal Occupations

Life, Physical, and Social Science Occupations

Computer and Mathematical Occupations

Protective Service Occupations

Community and Social Service Occupations

Architecture and Engineering Occupations

Installation, Maintenance, and Repair Occupations

Educational Instruction and Library Occupations

Production Occupations

Food Preparation and Serving Related Occupations

Management Occupations

Total other occupations
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Top Job Openings in Upper Savannah WDA



Where are the workers? ... They are already working.
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 “The Great Resignation,” as it is described is not representative of the 
current market.

 Quits are up however so are job openings and hires have kept pace.

 Workers hold more influence over the labor market.

 Businesses, especially low-wage service ones, have struggled to find 
workers across the board.



Labor Force Attributes
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Source: Labor Insight (Lightcast) 2022 data

Upper Savannah WDA LFPR ranges 
from 48.8% to 60.3%



No, but really, where are the workers?
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• Fears of a recession have been persistent, but it’s possible that 
2023 is the year it actually happens, thanks to Federal Reserve 
interest rate hikes seeking to cool inflation.

• While a mild economic downturn would yield a more balanced labor 
market, it would be at great expense for those who lose their jobs.

• There are other solutions, however. Our state has among the lowest 
labor force participation rates in the country, limiting the potential 
hiring pool. Last year, DEW sought to identify the causes of this fact.
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Labor Force Participation Rate Task Force
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Labor Force Participation Rate Task Force
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Labor Force Participation Rate Task Force
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CONTACT US!
• If you need help finding data or analysis about our state’s workforce, 

whether it’s on our website or not, please don’t hesitate to contact LMI.

• Email address: lmicustomerservice@dew.sc.gov

• Website: https://scworkforceinfo.com
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Thank you for your time!


